
Ariane Flores, Civil Division Chief—Williamson County





What’s In 
It For You 
Today:

1 .What is a sovereign citizen?

2. Why should I care about them?

3. “Take a Whack at Weezer”—
Identifying Common Filing Forms

4. Three tools to deal with 
difficult sovereign citizens





• “Sovereign citizen” ---phrase that captures a broad group of 
different people who are anti-government individuals who share 
some overlapping beliefs.

• Most are tied to an organization that is anti-government that 
shares common filing forms that you will encounter. Others are 
more rogue individuals, who while they share these common 
anti-government beliefs, tend to act more independently.





• Core belief: they are bound by individual common law 
that exempts them from the authority of any 
government institution. 

• Refer to themselves as “constitutionalists” or “freemen” 
which is their flag marker for being free from 
governmental control.



• They do not recognize federal, state, or local laws, 
policies or regulations. 



• Moorish Nation
• The Aware Group
• Washita Nation
• Republic of the United States
   of America
• Republic of Texas



Sovereign 
Citizens & 
The 
Redemption 
Theory

• SC’s believe when the U.S. government 
removed itself from the gold standard, 
it rendered U.S. currency valueless.

• SC’s believe the U.S. government now 
uses citizens as collateral, issuing 
social security numbers and birth 
certificates to register people in trade 
agreements with other foreign 
countries. 



Sovereign 
Citizens & 
The 
Redemption 
Theory

• SC’s believe that each citizen has a 
monetary net worth kept in the U.S. 
Treasury Direct account.

• Value = approx. $630,000 -$3 million



Sovereign 
Citizens & 
The 
Redemption 
Theory

• “Freeing money from the strawman”

• This is why SC’s file legitimate IRS and 
Uniform Commercial Code forms for 
illegitimate purposes. (common filings)

• For the more extreme believers, in 
addition to these court filings, they will 
use this theory to justify tax violations, 
money laundering, bank fraud, mail 
fraud and mortgage fraud to name a 
few. 



Sovereign 
Citizens & 
The 
Redemption 
Theory

• Sacramento, California—two 
sovereign citizens sold fraudulent 
insurance schemes.

• Kansas City, Missouri---three sovereign 
citizen extremists charged customers 
$450-$2,000 for diplomatic identification 
card that gave “sovereign status” and 
diplomatic immunity from paying taxes 
and from traffic stops by law enforcement



Sovereign 
Citizens & 
The 
Redemption 
Theory

• Las Vegas, Nevada—4 men of the 
sovereign citizen extremist 
movement arrested by the Nevada 
Joint Terrorism Task Force for money 
laundering, tax evasion and 
weapons charges. 

Takeaway: SC’s will enforce 
their core beliefs to justify 
committing crimes. 



Anti-
government

Believe they’re 
exempt from 
any authority

Use legitimate  
forms for illegal 
purposes







The FBI Has 
Flagged Them



Oklahoma City Bombing
• Terry Nichols
• Helped plan the Oklahoma City 

bombing. 
• Devoted most of his life denouncing 

government and its imposition on 
his daily life.

• He wrote to his local county clerk in 
Michigan trying to renounce his 
citizenship and declared himself a 
“non-resident alien.”



Jerry and Joseph Kane
• Arkansas--Police made a 

normal traffic stop on white 
minivan.

• Father and  16yr old son were 
sovereign citizens.

• As officers questioned Jerry, his 
son leaped out of the minivan 
with an AK-47 assault rifle and 
shot and killed both officers.



Jerry and 
Joseph Kane
• Father and son were 

later cornered in a 
Walmart parking lot 
when a fish and wildlife 
officer rammed his 
vehicle into their van.

• They opened fire on 
the officer and were 
later both killed during 
the shootout. 







• They are here to stay.

• They can be dangerous.

• Elected officials and their 
staff will call upon you to 
deal with them.

• They will likely end up in the 
criminal justice system 
repeatedly.



You Probably Feel Like This 
When You See a Sovereign 

on Your Docket





“Take a Whack at Weezer”



Foreign 
Sovereign 
Immunities 
Act



Red Flags

• “The vessels doing business as Rachele Marie 
Samartino..together with all derivatives and punctuations of 
these names….”

• “All vessels are duly claimed by the Holder in Due Course 
and held under published Common Law Copyright since 
March 8, 1975.”



Red Flags

• “you are also hereby provided with MANDATORY NOTICE that these 
vessels are not subject to Territorial or Municipal or United States law…”

• “These vessels are publishing MANDATORY NOTICE that they are 
foreign sovereigns from New Jersey…..this is your notice 
that…these vessels….are owed all material rights, 
duties…insurances, treaties, bonds, agreements, and guarantees 
including indemnity and full faith and credit.”





Watch out for 
bloody 

fingerprints!





Find the Red Flags



Find the Red Flags

a declared American State National



Find the Red Flags

a declared American State National

I responsibly exercise my right to bear arms, 
as a peaceful, private American



Find the Red Flags

a declared American State National

I responsibly exercise my right to bear arms, 
as a peaceful, private American in fulfilling my 
duty to uphold the public law and keep the peace, I 
will utilize my weapons 





Certificate of Assumed Name



Certificate of Assumed Name

Certificate of Assumed Name
Notice of Transfer or Reserved 

Name



Certificate of Assumed Name



Find the Red Flags



Find the Red Flags
GRANTOR is a Cestui Que Vie 

accumulated unauthorized debt against the Estate 
benefitting secondary beneficiaries merely presumed to 
exist….under the law of the MUNICIPAL LAW OF THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA and the DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA MUNICIPAL CORPORATION….having been 
found to be alive…the TRUST ESTATE set free of all 
liens, debts, titles held under color of law, tithes, fees 
and all other encumbrances established by the United 
States of America, Inc…”



Find the Red Flags
Whereas GRANTOR is a Cestui Que Vie formed without 

the knowledge or consent of the Grantee and has 
accumulated unauthorized debt against the Estate 
benefitting secondary beneficiaries merely presumed to 
exist….under the law of the MUNICIPAL LAW OF THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA and the DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

the TRUST ESTATE set free of all 
liens, debts, titles held under color of law, tithes, fees 
and all other encumbrances established by the United 
States of America, Inc…”



Find the Red Flags
GRANTOR is a Cestui Que Vie formed without 

the knowledge or consent of the Grantee and has 
accumulated unauthorized debt against the Estate 
benefitting secondary beneficiaries merely presumed to 
exist….under the law of the MUNICIPAL LAW OF THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA and the DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA MUNICIPAL CORPORATION….

the TRUST ESTATE set free of all 
liens, debts, titles held under color of law, tithes, fees 
and all other encumbrances United 
States of America, Inc



What does “assumed name” look 
like in court?





Certificate of Assumed Name



Certificate of Assumed Name



Find the 
Red Flags

I am claiming the writ of Habeas Corpus 



Find the 
Red Flags

I am claiming the writ of Habeas Corpus 



Find the 
Red Flags

to institute and maintain actions of any 
kind in the courts 



Find the 
Red Flags

I am claiming the writ of Habeas Corpus 

held in the name of 
the FOREIGN GRANTOR TRUST dba 
KATHERINE MARY SOULIS together with 
all derivative NAMES



Find the 
Red Flags

I am claiming the writ of Habeas Corpus 

with guarantee of 
pre-payment and exemption from Taxes, 
Titles, and Fees….



What does this look like in court?





Certificate of Assumed Name



Find the 
Red 
Flags



Find the 
Red 
Flags

attempting to violate the 
political status and Title Order of the 
Grantee at any time past, present, or future 



Find the 
Red 
Flags

shall be liable severally and jointly to this 
certificate as an affidavit of 
obligation…..malpractice insurance and 
performance bonds



Find the 
Red 
Flags

the owner in 
due courses properly is exempt from third 
party levy and all related vessels in 
commerce and in trade are tax pre-paid.”





Foreign 
Sovereign 

Immunities Act

Living Soul/
Foreign 

Sovereign





Notice of Removal
& Non-Judicial 
Foreclosure





Find the Red Flags

Federal statute for 
diversity of citizenship

Removing to court in 
District of Columbia



Find the Red Flags



Find the Red Flags

This notice is being filed with this 
court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 
1446
 this is a federal statute for 
removing civil actions to federal 
court which requires the filing to be 
filed in the appropriate federal 
district court. 



Uniform Commercial Code Finance 
Statements



UCC Finance Statements



UCC Finance Statements







Republic of Texas filings







Renouncing US Citizenship

• Doesn’t absolve you of taxes owed

• Doesn’t absolve of you of future criminal prosecution





Don’t have 
to file bible 
scriptures





Instruments Concerning Real Property
12.001—Property Code

(a) An instrument concerning real or personal property may be 
recorded if it has been acknowledged, sworn to with a proper jurat, 
or proved according to law.

(b) An instrument conveying real property may not be recorded 
unless it is signed and acknowledged or sworn to by the grantor in 
the presence of two or more credible subscribing witnesses or 
acknowledged or sworn to before and certified by an officer 
authorized to take acknowledgements or oaths, as applicable.



Deeds 101---TX Property Code 5.022

• Grantor(s)
• Grantee(s)
• In writing
• Filed in county where property located
• Consideration given (if any)
• Property description
• Notarized



Find the 
Red 
Flags



Declaration of 
Express Trust

• My business address 
……”in the republic of 
the United States of 
America.”

OAG: county clerks should not 
accept documents for filing that 
on its face indicates it is to be filed 
in, is an order from, or is a notice 
of the petition for removal to, any 
purported state or local court not 
named in the constitution or 
statute of the state of Texas. 
Tex. Atty. Gen. Op., No. DM-389 
(1996)





Find the Red Flags



Find the Red Flags

Secured Party Creditor, 
Chauncy-Jarrell: Williams

©CHAUNCY JARRELL WILLIAMS, En 
Legis, I Chauncy-Jarrell



Find the Red Flags

Secured Party Creditor, 
Chauncy-Jarrell: Williams

©CHAUNCY JARRELL WILLIAMS, En 
Legis, 



Find the Red Flags

Secured Party Creditor, 
Chauncy-Jarrell: Williams

©CHAUNCY JARRELL WILLIAMS, En 
Legis, do hereby set forth fees to 
be instated in any business dealing with ©CHAUNCY 
JARRELL WILLIAMS for any business conduct relevant to 
this schedule. 

Fees are subject to change at 
any time without prior notice.”



Find the Red Flags
• En Legis – no statute requires filing in another language. 

This is latin for “creature of the law” or “being of the law”

• Can’t just impose fees on someone and change them 
without notice. That defeats the purpose of a fee 
schedule agreement. 



Find the Red Flags











Find the Red Flags



Cancellation of 
all Prior Powers 

of Attorney





Act of Expatriation 
& Oath of 
Allegiance



Deed of Reconveyance (cont.)

Can’t revoke 
executorships/ 

guardianships without 
a court order.



Find the Red 
Flags

• “re-convey my given 
lawful Trade name”

• “hereby declare their 
permanent domicile on 
the land and soil of 
New York.”



Deed of Land 
Recording





No statute requires you to file 
someone’s family tree. 



Paramount Claim of the Life and Estate

• They want rights to their placenta and umbilical cord from birth.

• References their own conception and believe their unique 
genetic code was stolen at birth by the taking of their umbilical 
cord.

• References the government using their DNA taken at birth, 
unlawfully. 











Don’t file 
common law 
copyright

They use real 
legal terms, but 
it’s misapplied

Will renounce 
citizenship, and 

then want to use 
state laws





3 Tools to Deal with Difficult 
Sovereign Citizens



3 Tools to Deal with Difficult 
Sovereign Citizens

1. Prosecutors (Research & CX & Contempt)

2. Flip the Burden

3. Investigators



Prosecutors



1. Prosecutors
Research the Law

Cross Examination

Contempt of Court



Prosecutors Can Research 
the Law

• As a TDCAA article once said, “you can’t be lazy just because 
they’re crazy.”

• When you get a sovereign, prosecutors will need to do their 
homework. Get them the information as soon as possible so 
they can start digging and research what is current on their 
movement.



Research the Law

• Prosecutors will perform legal research—case law, check their 
social media pages, filings, and research their movement.

• Prosecutors will do the homework, SC’s won’t just “go 
away.”



Research the Law
• Whether it is an ACA or an ADA, whoever represents you as an 

elected official, is there to provide legal counsel and direction 
on these matters.

• Let us be the bad guys, do the difficult job of telling the 
sovereign citizens that this is not legally valid for filing. 



Attorney General Opinions

GA-0450 (2006) – county clerk may not file and record a common-
law copyright
  no statute authorizes, requires, or permits the filing and   

     recording of a common-law copyright notice. 
  no federal statute permits a county clerk role/duty in the 

      federal copyright registration process.



Attorney General Opinions

• JC-0156 (1999)---county clerk is prohibited from filing 
and recording a document that no statute authorizes, 
requires or permits clerk to accept.

• JC-0256—county clerk does not have to file a UCC 
financing statement in which the document names the 
same person as the debtor and the secured party. 



Attorney General Opinions

• LO-98-016 – county clerk is not authorized to 
accept documents labeled “refusal to pay property 
taxes,” “common law lien,” and “declaration of 
person being a sovereign.”



Attorney General Opinions

• Instruments by which individuals, without legal warrant, seek 
to alter their political or juridical relations with others, or to 
impose legal burdens upon third parties, are not, in the words 
of section 192.001, such as are “required or permitted by law to 
be recorded,” and consequently the clerk has no duty to record 
them. Tex. Att'y Gen. Op. JC-0156 (1999).



Prosecutors
Research the Law

Cross Examination

Contempt of Court



Prosecutors Can Conduct 
Cross Examinations

• Close-ended questions.

• Trigger a yes/no answer.

• Prosecutor can CX on buzz terms to show their crazy to a       
jury. Terms like “strawman” “tax evasion” “act of                  
expatriatism” “assumed name”

•   Line of questioning designed to narrow in on specific points.









Cross Examination



Prosecutors
Research the Law

Cross Examination

Contempt of Court





Contempt of Court

• Direct contempt --- occurs in front of the judge. Judge has to 
have direct knowledge of the behavior constituting contempt.

 Ex: perjury

• Court can have a summary proceeding right then and there, no 
notice is needed to be given to the defendant. 



3. Contempt of Court

• Constructive contempt---occurs outside the presence of the 
courtroom. Defies an order of the court. 

 Ex: refusal to do something ordered by court. FTA.

• Defendant is entitled to notice and a hearing. 



Criminal Contempt
County/District Court

Tex. Gov't Code Ann. § 21.002 (West)

JP/Municipal court



Civil Contempt

• More remedial and coercive in nature. 
• Entitled to notice & hearing
• Permitted to get an attorney to represent them at the hearing.
• “Contempt defendant carries the keys to the jail.”
• More procedural safeguards 





3 Tools to Deal with Difficult 
Sovereign Citizens

1. Prosecutors (Research & CX & Contempt)

2. Flip the Burden

3. Investigators



Flip the Burden



2. Flip the Burden

• After diligent research, you can always flip the burden back on 
the sovereign citizen for proof of statutory authority to compel 
acceptance of filing. 

• Be careful, you don’t want to put yourself in a position to be 
mandamus’d. 



USE CAUTION



2. Flip the Burden

• You can’t use this every time as an easy way out. 
    SC’s won’t just “go away.”

• You still need to do your homework!

• You better be prepared with the law to respond when necessary, or 
when your client seeks reasoning behind a decline to accept filing.

• Even when you shut one filing down, expect another….and then 
another. 



Flip the Burden

“If you would like to provide the legal authority 
you believe authorizes or requires this 

document to be recorded, we would be happy 
to re-review this for you. “



3 Tools to Deal with Difficult 
Sovereign Citizens

1. Prosecutors (Research & CX & Contempt)

2. Flip the Burden

3. Investigators





3. Investigators

• Mere presence of law enforcement often diffuses a 
situation. 

• Alert your investigator of any repeat problematic 
sovereign citizens.

• Inform you district clerk or county clerk that if things get 
thrown at them, or any hostility is displayed to them, 
they can call on your investigators for protection.





Investigators
• Every office should have a plan to assess what 

situations trigger an escalated response.

• Everyone on your team should know what the 
plan/process is and when the time is appropriate to 
call for backup .



Investigators
• Your investigator can conduct a threat assessment and plan 

security accordingly.
 

• TLETS search

• Can find out if they carry firearms
 

• Can find out if other flags noted in LE systems



Investigators

• Let LE talk to LE---they can notify bailiffs and court staff of 
the need for additional courtroom security when hearings 
are set with sovereign citizens.

• They can send a security awareness blast office-wide.

• They also make a good security wall…..





Recap—What are 3 
Tools to Deal with 

Sovereign Citizens?



3 Tools to Deal with Difficult 
Sovereign Citizens

1. Prosecutors (Research & CX & Contempt)

2. Flip the Burden

3. Investigators



Questions?



Contact Information   
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